
Inspired by a campaign by the Semnani 
Family Foundation, in my ‘State of the City’ 
address, I challenged myself and residents 
to make a habit of an act of kindness in 
their neighborhood daily. As you may 
feel like the world is an unfriendly place, 
in 2022, I witnessed some extraordinary 
things happening around our community, 
which have touched my heart and given 

me hope for the future. I’m happy to report that I have noticed both 
small and not-so-small acts of kindness around South Salt Lake 
and wish to share.

After our Animal Services team rescued a dog who was 
found badly hurt, her back leg mangled and needing surgery, 
a petition was sent out via SSL Animal Services’ social media 
pages for financial help. In less than 24 hours, enough money 
was collected to not only perform this surgery but to fund several 
veterinary services for other animals in need of care. The 2022 
post-pandemic pet return was real, as our numbers of dogs 
and cats met and often exceeded capacity at the shelter. For 
the many who have donated, volunteered, and adopted this 
year—thank you!

This spring, at the Fitts Park Community Garden, several 
community members, even those who weren’t planning to garden 
there, gave hours of their time. Using shovels and pickaxes, they 
helped to break up the top layer of heavily compacted soil, creating 
over 33 garden plots. Once complete, these plots were leased 

to several residents, who went on to produce a tremendous first 
season of healthy, organic food. 

How we support our homeless and unsheltered neighbors 
is quite possibly one of the biggest issues we face, in South 
Salt Lake, the state, and as a country. During the naming of the 
Pamela J. Atkinson Resource Center (PARC) in October, I had the 
opportunity to spend some time serving a meal to those individuals 
who live there. Talking with and learning more about the residents 
living inside the PARC made a huge impression, as I better realized 
that the stigma doesn’t match the perceptions society often holds. 
As a vulnerable population, many barriers can prevent one from 
finding housing. What I discovered was that many have jobs and 
are active in the process of acquiring a permanent residence. As 
each individual facing homelessness has unique issues, I believe 
it will take a tremendous effort from all sides to find a solution. 
Together we must seek progress in the continuum of care, fund 
additional resources, and stabilize housing, and my resolve is to 
do our part in making this happen.

As only a tiny portion of all the many positive things that 
happened this year, let me plead with you not to stop your kind 
acts. A thriving community is impossible to build without help from 
all those who truly care about the well-being of their neighbors. 
That’s why we are so fortunate that South Salt Lake is full of great 
people who serve and give back in countless ways. Thanks to the 
many who see a need, do what they can, pitch in, donate, and 
make South Salt Lake a wonderful place to live—sending wishes 
of peace and love to you and yours this holiday season!
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Mayor Cherie Wood

Season of Sharing: Building a Thriving Community

During the renaming of the Pamela J. Atkinson Resource 
Center (PARC), I had the opportunity to serve a meal. 

Talking with and learning more about the residents living 
inside the PARC made a huge impression, as I realized the 
stigma doesn’t match the perceptions society often has.

 It takes a community to create a community garden! 
And while a ripe heirloom tomato can bring a lot of 
joy, it was inspiring to watch people hanging out in 
the garden, communicating, and being neighborly.

Rescued after a severe injury and losing 
a back leg, Malin, was adopted and 

has become the official mascot for SSL 
Animal Services. To give back to our 
animals, donate to the ‘Giving Paw 

Tree,’ info found on p. 6.



 

City News
All City Offices and Community 
Centers will be closed on Friday, 
Dec 23 and Monday, Dec 26, 2022

Public Meetings
For more info: www.sslc.gov

City Council 
Wed, Dec 14, 7 p.m.

Planning Commission
Thurs, Dec 1, 7 p.m.

Civilian Review Board
Mon, Dec 5, 6:30 p.m.

Amy Jones, New 
Deputy City Attorney
Amy Jones was appointed as the 
new Deputy City Attorney for South 

Salt Lake in late 
October. She 
joined the legal 
team a little 
over a year 
ago. She finds 
everyone who 
works here to 
be welcoming, 
helpful, and 
motivated to 
make the City 
a great place 
to live, work 

and play. She is excited about the 
many projects happening in South 
Salt Lake and is eager to be part of 
making them successful.

Eliza Ungricht, New 
Deputy Community 
Development Director
Eliza Ungricht is a Millcreek native, 
and received her BS in Geography 
from the University of Utah and a 
Master’s in Urban and Regional 

Planning from 
The London 
School of 
Economics 
and Political 
Science. 
She enjoys 
working with 
and helping 
the residents, 
businesses, 
and property 
owners 

that come into the Community 
Development office. In her free 
time, Eliza enjoys attending 
University of Utah sporting events, 
watching baseball, baking, reading, 
hiking, and traveling.

Winter is here and with 
it SNOW! While our Public 
Works Department is hard at 
work keeping the streets clear, 
here are a few things residents 
can do to help out.

Remove snow from 
sidewalks and parking lots

•	 	The owners of businesses 
and residences are 
responsible for removing 
snow and ice from the 
sidewalks in front of their buildings and parking lots. 

•	 	Snow should be removed the same day it falls, or by 10 a.m. 
the next day if snow falls into the late evening.

•	Keep snow out of the roads
•	 	When shoveling your drive or walk, shovel the snow away 

from the road and onto your property. 
•	 	Clear the area by the road on the left side of your driveway, 

as this creates a good spot for plows to unload their snow.
•	Be mindful when parking
•	 	Parked vehicles impact snowplow operators. Avoid parking 

on any city street between 2:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.
•	Remember that it is illegal to park on a street or in an alley for 

more than 72 hours consecutively, and to leave unlicensed/
unregistered vehicles, or detached trailers on the street.

What are our priorities when plowing?
Public Works has 12 drivers who are assigned to seven snow 

plow routes. Plows are dispatched when there is at least one inch 
of accumulation on the roadways. Plowing will continue until the 
streets are safe to drive on. 

Priorities are as follows:
•	 	Major collector streets serving emergency facilities with 

heavy traffic
•	 	Subdivisions and streets serving schools, City offices, etc.
•	 	All other city roads, including dead-ends and culs-de-sac

Snow Removal in SSL

CITY COUNCIL CORNER
In search of a volunteer opportunity? Introducing GivePulse 

Portia Mila, District 4

The gift of time is one of the most valuable things you can 
share. In 2023 South Salt Lake is introducing a new online tool 
called GivePulse that will help you find volunteer opportunities 
around South Salt Lake. 

From planting trees to helping a senior learn basic 
computer skills, GivePulse allows you to explore the many 
volunteer events that may be of specific interest to you. Many 
of our city departments will be posting regularly, including 

our Promise afterschool program, Animal Services, The 
Community Opportunity Center (Co-Op), Arts Council, and 
the Department of Neighborhoods. Whether you are interested 
in a one-time opportunity or taking on a weekly or monthly 
shift, GivePulse helps to keep track, by sending reminders and 
giving you the information you’ll need to get started. Please 
stay posted as this new volunteer management tool will be 
rolling out soon.

Note: Opinions expressed here may not be  
representative of all Members of the City Council.

Date Agenda Item Subject Action Next Step 
10/26 Capstone Senior  

Project Presentation 
USU presentation of their urban design for potential development following 

the City’s long-term goals and diverse community.  
Information provided 

to the Council 
No further 

action needed 
10/26 Granite School  

District Update 
Granite School District update from the Population Analysis Committee for 

potential school closures and the changing of boundaries. 
Information provided 

to the Council 
No further 

action needed 
10/26 Digital Inclusion-

WFRC/VODA 
Neighborhoods & Promise Directors presented the Digital Mobility Plan  Information provided 

to the Council 
No further 

action needed 
10/26 Appointments by the 

Mayor-Regular Meeting 
Sophie Bellina-Alternate Planning Commission member, Valerie Flatttes-

Alternate Civilian Review Board member, Richard Lane-Regular Civilian Review 
Board member, Amy Jones-Deputy City Attorney. 

Approved  No further 
action needed 

10/26 Ordinance An Ordinance to amend the SSL Municipal Code to increase the number of City 
alcoholic beverage licenses in the Downtown District.  

Approved No further 
action needed 

 

South Salt Lake City Council Action Report Summary
Full agendas, minutes, handouts, and video recorded meetings available at: www.sslc.gov/160/City-Council

Christmas Tree  
Recycling Program

In January, SSL Public Works employees will pick up 
Christmas trees (natural trees only) at curbside at no cost.

Ace Disposal will also 
pick up trees during the 
second week of January 
(Jan 9th -12th) on your 
regularly scheduled 
garbage pickup day. The 
trees will be used in their 
composting program.



 

Public Safety

The holiday season is here and many in our community are helping by 
serving others. Please consider donating to local nonprofits and charitable 
organizations that need extra provisions such as donated food, clothing, 
financial support and basic care items. This year, the South Salt Lake 
Police and the generous support from the South Salt Lake Honorary 
Colonels helped provide complete Thanksgiving meals to over 80 families 
in our community. As always, it was a great and memorable experience.  

I’d like to share some crime prevention tips to better ensure that your 
possessions remain in your possession. Criminals can be sneaky but most 
often take action due to access and opportunity. Here are a few ways you 
can deter theft during the holidays.

•	 	While shopping, do not carry multiple bags, even if you have to take 
multiple trips to your vehicle. Place packages and items in the trunk 
and properly secure them.

•	 	If you carry a purse, do not leave it in a shopping cart unattended. 
It takes only a few seconds for someone to take your valuables and 
personal information. 

•	 	If you order online, use an address where someone will be home to 
retrieve the package(s), or a work address.  The longer a package 
remains on the porch visible the more likely it will be stolen.

•	 	Do not share vacation and travel plans on social media. Secure your 
home and garage while traveling. Share your activities once you’ve 
returned home.

•	 	Do not drink or drive.  Have a designated driver or utilize a cab or 
ride-share option. 

Help keep your property and us all safe this holiday season. 

During 2023 the South Salt Lake Police Department and The Road 
Home will be rolling out a Co-Responder Case Management pilot program.  

South Salt Lake was awarded funding from 
the U.S. Department of Justice to design 
and implement a pilot project demonstrating 
the benefits of a case manager and crisis 
clinician co-responder to work alongside with 
our Homeless Resource Officers (HROs).  
Funding will provide a full-time case manager 
to work alongside the HROs along with 
additional funding for recovery services.

The project will focus on approximately 32 high-utilizers of police 
and emergency medical services (EMS) residing at the Pamela Atkinson 
Resource Center (PARC).  The project’s goals are as follows:

•	To reduce the length of stay at the PARC and assist in permanent 
housing.

•	 	Reduce the number of police interactions and incarcerations.
•	 	Divert individuals out of the criminal justice system and towards 

resources, while simultaneously accomplishing the above-listed goals.
•	 	Divert mental health crisis calls to the case manager or resources 

within the PARC and away from police and EMS.

The hope is that this project will further reduce the impact of 
homelessness on the community of South Salt Lake and improve safety 
within the PARC while producing more positive outcomes for high-utilizers. 

Tips to Stay Safe this Holiday Season
Message from SSLPD  
Chief Jack Carruth

Pamela Atkinson Resource Center: 
NEW CASE MANAGEMENT PILOT PROGRAM

Business Watch
Businesses are encouraged to 
participate.
Dec 1, 5 p.m.  
Johnstone Supply
2940 S 300 West

Community Meetings
Join us for a community 
conversation.

Neighborhood Watch
Dec 1, 7 p.m.
Find the virtual meeting link at 
www.sslc.gov 

Text a Tip to SSLPD
You can now send anonymous text 
and web tips to the SSLPD. 
To send an anonymous text tip:

1.	Text your tip to 274-637 
(CRIMES).

2.	Start your text message with the 
keyword: SSLPD

3.	Within a minute, you will receive 
a text message with your alias.  
This confirms that your text 
message was received.  The 
alias identifier is used by the 
officer to communicate with you, 
through text, regarding the tip 
you submitted.

4.	Remember, the officer does not 
know your identity or location.

Coffee with a Cop
Dec 7, 9-10 a.m.
In-Person
Délice Bakery & Café
2747 S State Street

Message from SSLFD Chief Terry Addison

The South Salt Lake Fire Department would like 
to remind you about fire safety. The celebration of 
the season brings increased usage of electric lights, 
candles, space heaters, fireplaces, and Christmas 
trees. Our main goal is to eliminate all emergencies 
due to Holiday fires.

HOLIDAY LIGHTS
•	 	Inspect lights each year for frayed wires, gaps in 

insulation, and broken or cracked sockets.
•	 	Do not overload electrical outlets.
•	 	Do not leave holiday lights on unattended.
•	 If you use holiday lights outside, make sure they are 

rated for outdoor use.

CHRISTMAS TREES
•	 	The key to a safe Christmas tree starts at the 

sales lot. Try the “Tap Test”, lift the tree, and tap 
it on the ground. If any needles fall off, this tree is 
already too dry. Look for another tree.

•	 	Keep your tree watered. Without daily watering, your 
Christmas tree could become highly flammable.

•	 Never use outside lights on your Christmas tree. 
These lights can produce enough heat to dry out 
your tree and increase the chance of fire.

•	 	Turn the lights off when leaving your home and 
before going to bed.

CANDLES
•	 	Keep candles at least 12 inches away from walls, 

curtains, trees, and decorations. Extinguish all 
candles when you leave the room or go to sleep.

•	 	Never leave a child or a pet alone with a burning 
candle in the room.

•	 	Make sure candles are in a stable, non-combustible 
holder.

FIREPLACES
•	 	Have your chimney inspected annually and cleaned 

and repaired as needed.
•	 	Always use a fireplace screen to prevent sparks 

from flying into the room.
•	 	Allow ashes to cool completely before disposal.
•	 	Store removed ashes in tightly covered metal 

containers, never in boxes or bags.
•	Portable Space Heaters
•	 	Keep portable space heaters at least three feet 

away from walls, curtains, bedding, or other 
materials that may burn.

•	 	Turn off portable space heaters when you leave the 
room. Never leave them on when you go to bed.

•	 	Plug cords only into outlets with sufficient capacity 
and never into an extension cord.

The South Salt Lake Fire Department wishes you 
and your family a wonderful Holiday Season and a 
Happy New Year.

SAFETY FIRST:  
No Holiday 

Fires!



 

Community Happenings

As we close out 2022 as the ‘Year of the Neighborhood’, we’re going to feature South 
Gate, which was not that long ago, farmland, and is now a mix of industrial space and older 
and new residential. Historically, the LDS church owned a farm on the north side of 2700 
South. The ‘South Gate’ of that farm, faced south. At the time, there was an archway over 
the gate, and this was used to identify the area. Let’s talk about its history, landmarks, and 
things that make it great!

The Blockyard Industrial Complex
2800 S West Temple
The Blockyard Industrial Complex is a 66,000-square-foot office and flex 
warehouse space, that provides office and showroom space for the offices 
of the owner and additional space to lease. The historic Buehner Brick and 
Block Company was originally on the site, and because of this, its intended 
design was to replicate the look and feel of an early 20th-century factory.

Hawthorne Townhomes
2852 S West Temple 
This relatively new community is comprised of 218 units divided between 
56 buildings which amenities such as a community clubhouse, swimming 
pool, and retail space.

Historic Buehner Brick & Block Company
Founded in 1948, the Buehner family immigrated to the 

United States from Germany. The Buehner Block Company 
manufactured concrete products, which were primarily 
foundation blocks for buildings and homes and used for 
sidewalks. These precast building block products were built 
in the yard and carried to construction sites by horse-drawn 
wagons, which were reported to be quite cumbersome and 
very heavy! 

SSLPD David P. Romrell  
Public Safety Building

2835 S Main Street
A proclamation was giv-

en by Mayor Cherie Wood on 
November 24, 2019, dedicat-
ing the SSLPD building as 
the David P. Romrell Public 
Safety Building. Officer Rom-
rell lost his life in the line of 
duty one year prior. Being 
a police department since 
1939, Officer Romrell was 
the first officer fatality. Plac-
ing his name on this building 
is in recognition of his sacrifice for the City of South 
Salt Lake and is in memory of his honorable service.

Dali Crêpes Catering & Cafe
2854 S W Temple Street
www.dalicrepes.com

If you live in the Hawthorne Townhomes off West Temple or purchased a crepe during 
the last Craftoberfest, you’ve most definitely heard of Dali Crepes, and were awarded at this 
year’s State of the City as SSL’s Best Cafe. Dali (Dalibor) Blazic, the owner of Dali Crêpes, 
is originally from Serbia and emigrated to Utah in 2011. Missing his mother’s homemade 
crepes, he decided to make his own. Dali started up a catering business and then went 
brick and mortar opening his SSL cafe in July 2020. In Dail’s words, “Food makes people 
happy, and I love to be part of that happiness.” We are so glad Dali put down roots in SSL 
to share this crepe happiness!

CELEBRATE SSL: South Gate Neighborhood

BOUNDARIES: 
1-15 east to State Street; 2700 South to the Mill Creek 

City Council Districts:  	District 2, Corey Thomas,  
			   District 3, Sharla Bynum

OTHER SOUTH GATE BUSINESSES:
Contempo Tile & Stone
Train Shoppe
Stellar Wings
Cafe On Main  
(Mediterranean cuisine)
Ironhorse Motorcycle Works
Harley-Davidson of SLC
Bradshaw Design

CSL Plasma
DF Dance Studio
Town & Country Market
True Leaf Market
Wasatch Propane
Mountain West Mothers’  
Milk Bank



We couldn’t be more excited about the Co-Op, which will function in several capacities, offering art classes,  
tech access, financial coaching, business support, and development. Be sure to drop by and visit,  

as the new Co-Op supervisor, Abram Sherrod, and his team are there to assist you.

 

Season of Sharing

What’s the recipe for a strong neighborhood? A strong neighborhood 
is built and maintained by those who care about the success and wellbeing 
of those around them. We’ve listed a few ways you can get involved, and 
share your time, talents, or abilities with your neighbors. We also encourage 
you to give back and support those who do so much here. Happy Holidays!

Building strong neighborhoods starts by being a good neighbor.
•	Show a neighbor you care. Especially those who are elderly, have 

a chronic illness, or those with special needs. 
Check in on them, offer to run an errand or 
help clear their leaves and snow.

•	Clear a storm drain. Keep storm drains clear 
of ice, leaves and debris to prevent flooding 
and clean our waterways. 

•	Adopt a hydrant. Here’s a simple way to 
help your local firefighter. While shoveling 
walks this winter, clear the snow away from a 
hydrant on your street.

•	Ask a question, save a life. During 2023, Promise SSL and Nami Utah 
will be offering Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) suicide prevention 
trainings which are free and open to anyone interested. Questions? 
Contact Edward at elopez@sslc.gov or 801-455-1729.

•	Help out our furry friends. Volunteer or 
donate food and supplies to our Animal 
Shelter. Contact, jenica.laws@sslc.gov. 
See page 6 to learn about the SSL Animal 
Services  Angel Paw Tree.

•	Make your block a little brighter, and 
merrier! Is there a home in your neighborhood 
that is exceptionally merry and bright? We’d 
love to recognize them this holiday season. 
Please share details, including photos with us 
at connect@sslc.gov.

•	Support the Little Free Libraries of SSL. Consider donating a book 
or two to one of our little free libraries.
  o 	Fitts Park Community Garden Little Free Library
	 3065 S 400 East
	 Instagram: @fittspark_littlefreelibrary
  o 	Columbus Center Little Free Library
	 2508 S 500 East (the pirate ship next to Bickley Park)

•	Attend City meetings. Wherever 
your interest lies, attend City Council 
meetings or participate in meetings like 
Neighborhood Watch. Many are also 
held or broadcast online. The current 
City calendar of events can be found at  
sslc.gov. 

•	A quick and easy way to impact local 
issues. Maybe you can’t attend City 
Council meetings or are apprehensive 
about speaking in public. We get it! 
Sometimes what you hear is different from 
what you and the community really think. 
Using this new statistically valid survey 
tool, Flash Vote results more accurately 
reflect the voice of South Salt Lake. Sign 
up at www.flashvote.com/sslc 

•	Host a donation drive. Food, school, 
hygiene, and household supplies can 
be donated to the Promise Community 
Resource Pantries, or to one of South Salt 
Lake’s several nonprofit partners.

•	Love to celebrate? Then volunteer for our 
annual SSL Arts Council events like Mural 
Fest or Craftoberfest, or the city’s July 4th 
Parade. Have a unique skill set you would 
like to share? Email connect@sslc.gov.

2530 S 500 East (Inside the Columbus Center)
Mon-Fri, 8 am to 9 pm

Digital Inclusion has been at the forefront of thinking for South Salt Lake, as we know 
having quality access to the digital world promotes success for all who live here. Over the 
years, we have been thinking about ways to bring both digital inclusion and digital equity to 
our residents.

This year the Community Opportunity Center (Co-Op) has filled the former library space 
of the Columbus Community Center. This space will be a launchpad for people to invest in 
themselves. The Co-Op, as we call it, will offer co-working space and resources for Financial 
Empowerment, Digital Access, and supporting job and career growth and entrepreneurship. 
We are in search of volunteers if interested connect with The Co-Op supervisor, Abram 
Sherrod, at asherrod@sslc.gov. 

A Season of Sharing in SSL:  
Made Stronger By YOU

Building Strong Neighborhoods  
Involves Strong Civic Involvement

The Community Opportunity Center (The Co-Op)



 

Community Happenings

SL County Senior Center
EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 2022

Art Classes every Weds at 10:00 am

LIVE Entertainment
“Clogging Grandmother” Weds, Dec. 7, 10:30 am
“Children’s Choir” Friday, Dec. 9, 10:30 am

Holiday Event, Friday, Dec. 16
“Columbus Choir” 10:30 am
Special Holiday Meal, 11:30 am
Special Movie Theater, 12:00 pm

PRESENTATIONS
VA Benefits – Friday, Dec. 2, 10:30 am
Vital Aging (Mental Health Therapy) – Weds, Dec. 21, 10:30 am
Living Well with Chronic Pain, Jan. 5 – Feb 9, 9 am to 11:30 am
Learn techniques for coping with the physical and psychological effects 
of chronic disease. Classes meet once a week for 6 weeks. To register 
call 385-468-3340.

Something unique and inspiring is happening in South Salt Lake. The South Salt Lake Arts 
Council and its associated community annual arts events (MURAL FEST and Craftoberfest) 
have a BIG something to do with it. But, that’s not all of who we are—or whom we serve. 

Uniting our community through the arts, every year we support local artists (and beyond) 
by seeking out and creating opportunities for them to showcase their craft. We believe that 
the arts opens the door for our community, providing them with close access to incredible art 
and artists—from our 45 murals on walls of our local Creative Industries Zone businesses 
to our public art classes!

Introducing 4 NEW Art Classes in 2023
•	ART55+ - weekly art classes for adults age 55 (or better) led by local artist Laura Sharp 

Wilson. Wednesday mornings from 10:00-11:30 AM.
•	Bad Dog Arts - art classes for adults ages 18+ held every Wednesday evening from 

6:30-8:30 PM.
•	January Class: Tangled Up In Color - Linda Rios leads another 4-week session of 

Zentangle exercises in vivid color.
•	January Class: Fabric Collage - Ages 9 and up! Natalie Allsup-Edwards will help you 

transform simple scraps of upholstery and fabric into landscapes, cityscapes, seascapes, 
and more. 

Classes will be held inside the Art Room of the Co-Op (2530 South 500 East). Materials 
will be provided. Sign up for the newsletter on sslarts.org for class schedule updates. 

SSL Arts Council: What’s Coming in 2023



 

Promise


